
Measure of Heaven
“Even the things that are considered to be straight by all the people of 
the world are warped when they are placed against the measure of 
heaven.”

Anecdotes of Oyasama, no. 31, “The Measure of Heaven”

Someone looks out of a triangular window and declares, “The world 
is triangular.” Hearing that, a person who is looking out of a square 
window retorts: “What is wrong with you? The world is SQUARE!” 
Someone else who is looking out of a round window says: “Don’t be 
ridiculous! The world is ROUND.” None of them would budge. 
Wrapped up in their own view, however limited it is, they are 
adamant that the others are wrong.

People are generally prepared to accept simple, uncomplicated facts 
such as “There are people who can run faster than I can” and “There 
are people whose school grades are better than my own.” Yet when 
it comes to more serious issues, for some reason they have it in their 
heads that they know better than anyone else.



Being self-opinionated can adversely affect interpersonal relation-
ships. It can result in rejecting others’ opinions out of hand and trying 
to force one’s own opinion on others, as well as getting into a bad 
mood on the simple grounds that someone is failing to agree with 
one’s opinion.

We would be well advised to listen to Oyasama’s voice. Perhaps we 
can consider the existence of the “measure of heaven.”

There are just as many measures as there are people, and our own 
measure is merely one of them. There is no guarantee that our meas-
ure is absolutely accurate. It could be distorted because of our habits 
of thought and temperament. We might like to explore the possibil-
ity that the world works according to the “measure of heaven,” which 
is itself immeasurable to us humans.

Once we realize these things, we can become more humble and 
avoid mistakes that we might otherwise make through being self-
opinionated. Our perspective will then broaden, allowing us to 
become more open and accepting.


